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ESSAY VII1.

THE EXEMPTION OF PRIVATE PROPERTY FROM
CAPTURE AT  SEA.

THE question of the exemption of private property from
hostile capture at sea is one of the most important issues
which can be put before the people of this country. We
are islanders; we live by trade and manufacture; we im-
port an ever-increasing proportion of our necessary food;
we possess a vast Empire extending over every quarter
of the globe, and demanding our protection in every sea;
we have a larger mercantile marine, and a more powerful
fleet of war-ships than any other country; and about
two-thirds of the carrying trade of the world is done by
our vessels. Not only is our policy in naval matters of
the utmost importance to ourselves, but it also affects

1 The figures in this Essay have been taken from sources too numerous
to mention. Chief among them are the Statistical Abstract, the Navigation
Returns of the United Kingdom the Statesman's Year Book, the History of
British Commerce by Professor Leone Levi, and James's Naval History.
Among the articles and pamphlets from which I have derived valuable
information should be mentioned Mr W. E. HalPs paper in the Con-
temporary Review, for Oct., 1875, and the series of communications to the
Pall Mall Gazette evoked by its publication in Sept., 1884, of The Truth
about the Navy.